Radiofrequency ablation technique in the treatment of liver tumours: review and future issues.
Thermal ablation is increasingly being used for treatment of liver tumours. Among the techniques of thermal ablation, radiofrequency ablation (RF) is undoubtedly being used most frequently because of its advantages, such as morbidity and mortality rates, effective tumour ablation, as well as being less time-consuming. This paper presents the state of the art of RF ablation technique. This includes the theoretical development, experimental study and clinical application of the radiofrequency ablation technique. First, it introduces the principle of this technique. Second, it shows the development of this technique and valuable achievements. These achievements include the device, strategy of operation and extension to other diseases. Third, it concludes future issues to be addressed in order to further advance this technique.